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Meet Your Neighbors Luncheon
Wednesday, April 29, 2026, Noon — 1:00 PM
Goei Center — Kindel Room

Dear Table Hosts,

Thank you for stepping up to be a Table Host for our 2026 Meet Your Neighbors
Luncheon. Your involvement is crucial to our success. We rely on caring community
members like you to help expand our network of supporters—and your personal
invitations are one of the most effective ways to do that.

| wanted to offer a quick overview of:

Why This Event Matters

How to Invite Guests (including a Relationship Mapping idea)
Simple Scripts & Email Templates

What to Expect on Event Day
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1) Why This Event Matters

Senior Neighbors provides older adults in Kent County with personalized,
comprehensive services everything from preventing eviction to offering
companionship and enriching classes at our senior centers. We help address both
urgent crises and everyday needs, so each senior can remain independent, healthy,
and engaged in our community.

By hosting a table at this luncheon, you’re offering people a front-row seat to see just
how big a difference our programs make. We’'ll invite attendees to give a financial
contribution, but most importantly we want them to feel the urgency and excitement
of our mission. Your role as a Table Host sets the tone for that experience.



2) How to Invite Guests

Relationship Mapping

A great way to brainstorm potential guests is through Relationship Mapping:

1. Write down 4 groups you regularly interact with think work colleagues, church
community, volunteer groups, neighbors, or even your spouse’s coworkers.

2. Ineach group, jot down 4 to 10 names of people who might share your passion
for helping seniors.

3. Avoid assuming who can or can’t give financially some of the best supporters
are people who simply believe in our cause, regardless of their giving capacity.

Remember, we ask you to invite at least 4 guests, but if you can seat up to 10 people,
that’s fantastic!

3) Scripts & Email Templates for Inviting

A) Talking Points (Phone or In-Person)

“Hi [Name]! I’'m excited to invite you to join me at the Meet Your Neighbors
Luncheon on April 29.

Senior Neighbors does incredible work supporting older adults in our area making sure
they stay independent, safe, and connected to the community. They provide
everything from crisis assistance (like preventing evictions) to daily companionship at
senior centers.

Why | care: I've seen firsthand how one unexpected setback can leave a senior feeling
completely alone, and Senior Neighbors steps in to offer hope.

At the Luncheon: It’s free to attend and packed with inspiring stories from seniors
who’ve regained their footing thanks to these programs. While the organization will
invite guests to donate, there’s no pressure or required amount our main goal is to
show the difference Senior Neighbors can make.

Will you sit with me on April 297 It’s just one hour (12:00-1:00 PM), and | think you’ll
leave feeling moved and proud to be part of this community.”



B) Sample Email Invitation

Subject Line: Join Me in Supporting Local Seniors Meet Your Neighbors on April 29

Dear [Name],
| hope you’re doing well! I’'m reaching out because I’'m hosting a table at the Meet
Your Neighbors Luncheon on April 29 at the Goei Center, and | would be thrilled if
you’d join me.

o Why This Matters: Senior Neighbors helps older adults stay independent
providing crisis support, home maintenance, and social connections so seniors
aren’t left struggling alone.

« What You’ll Experience: Real stories from seniors whose lives have been
changed by these services.

e Cost: The lunch is free. Guests are invited to make a gift if they feel inspired, but
there’s no set minimum.

Event Details:

o Date & Time: April 29, Noon—1:00 PM (arrive by 11:30 AM if possible)
e Location: Goei Center — Kindel Room, 818 Butterworth SW, Grand Rapids
o Parking: Free lot next to the building

Will you sit with me? Your presence means a lot not just to me, but to the seniors
who'll benefit from the expanded awareness and support. If you can’t attend, you can
still make a difference by donating at www.seniorneighbors.org/give.

Thank you so much, and | hope to see you there!

Warmly,
[Your Name]

4) What to Expect on Event Day

1. Arrive by 11:30 AM
o Check in at the Help Desk to pick up your table host packet (including
name tags, support cards, and envelopes).
2. Greet Your Guests
o Welcome them warmly, help them find their seats, and introduce them
to each other.


http://www.seniorneighbors.org/give

3. Enjoy the Program
o We'll share compelling stories, highlight Senior Neighbors’ impact, and
invite guests to join our mission financially.
4. During the Ask
o You'll hand out support cards, lead by example by filling out yours (even
if it’s a simple note), and encourage your guests to do the same if they
feel moved to give.
5. After the Program
o Collect any completed envelopes and bring them to the Help Desk.
o Thank your guests personally they’ll appreciate the follow-up gesture.
6. Post-Event
o Within two days, please call or email your guests to thank them for
attending and see if they have any questions. We'll let you know if any of
your guests donated so you can offer a personal thank-you, too.

Final Thoughts & Gratitude

Thank you for stepping into this vital role. You’re not just “inviting people to lunch”
you’re expanding the circle of care for seniors who need a community’s support and
compassion.

Your heartfelt enthusiasm, personal stories, and genuine invites will create a ripple
effect that helps more older adults find hope and stability. If you have any questions
about your guest list, how to handle conversations, or the luncheon day logistics don’t
hesitate to reach out to me at:

Annette Jackson

Development Coordinator

Senior Neighbors

Phone: (616) 233-0739

Email: ajackson@seniorneighbors.org

With your help, we’ll make this year’s Meet Your Neighbors Luncheon the best one yet,
connecting even more people to the mission of Senior Neighbors and ensuring that our

older adults are no longer alone.

| can’t wait to see you and your guests on April 29!



